
 
      

 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 

Competition Announcement 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 

In 2027, on the occasion of the 38th edition of the America's Cup, which will take place in the Gulf 
of Naples, marking the first time the event is held in Italy, a group of companies from Campania area, 
including OLYMPUS and TEPCO (specialized in innovative composite materials and new technologies 
for engineering), as well as industry associations such as DRAF and AMME Asmeccanica and arch. 
Simonetta Pegorari, will organize the international design competition " Carbon Fiber Design Contest 
Sailing."  

 
The competition offers an opportunity to propose innovative uses and applications of composite 

materials in the sailing sector, also making use of modern 3D printing technologies. 
First held in 2012, the competition has now reached its 6th edition, receiving over the years 

significant national and international acclaim, with hundreds of projects submitted by designers from 
all over the world. 

 
 
1. OBJECT 
 
The aim of the competition is to raise awareness among architects, designers and planners in 

general, regarding the use of carbon fiber in the sailing and yachting sector, by exploiting and 
enhancing the material’s inherent technical characteristics: 

 
 Mechanical strength; 
 lightness; 
 formability. 

 
 

The competition seeks, on one hand, to encourage the research of new forms in interior design 
within the sailing and yachting world and on the other hand, to promote innovation in the use of 
objects derived from the specific properties of carbon fiber. 

Contenders are required to conceive and design an innovative nautical component, within the 
maximum dimensions indicated in the technical documentation attached to this call for entries, and 
manufacturable using SLA or FDM printing technology. 

 
The project must feature carbon fiber as the predominant material compared to any others used, must 
be original, and must comply fully with the requirements of feasibility and industrial reproducibility. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
2. ELIGIBILITY 

The competition is open to all individuals who have reached the age of eighteen prior to uploading their 
project documents to the competition’s official portal. Each participant may submit a maximum of two 
proposals. Entries may be submitted either individually or in groups of up to three people; in the latter 
case, although the intellectual property of the work will be recognized for all group members, 
participants are required to appoint a team leader as the sole contact person for all communications 
with the competition organizers. 

The authors of the submitted projects shall assume full responsibility for the authorship of their works. 

The following individuals are not eligible to participate in the competition: 

 members of the Jury; 
  relatives of Jury members up to the fourth degree in the direct line (persons descending 

from one another, e.g. mother, daughter, granddaughter) and in the collateral line 
(persons who share a common ancestor but do not descend from one another, e.g. 
brother, sister, uncle, niece), as well as relatives by marriage up to the second degree (the 
relationship between one spouse and the relatives of the other spouse, e.g. parents-in-law, 
siblings-in-law, son/daughter-in-law), as provided for in Articles 74, 75, 76, 77 and 78 of the 
Italian Civil Code; 

 anyone who, in any capacity, has taken part in or contributed in any way to the drafting of 
this Call for Entries or the documentation attached to it; 

 employees of the jurors, of the promoting bodies, and of the sponsors. 

In addition to the above, failure to use the official layouts provided by the organizing body for the 
formatting of the competition documents will also result in exclusion. 

3. METHODS OF PARTICIPATION AND SELECTION STAGES 

Registration for the CARBON FIBER DESIGN CONTEST 2027 is free of charge, and projects must be 
submitted via email as indicated in Section 5 of this call for entries. All submitted projects will be 
evaluated by a technical jury, which will select the three winning proposals. 

Evaluation Criteria 
Projects will be rewarded for their originality, potential for engineering development, aesthetic appeal, 
and functionality within the sailing and yachting sector. They must highlight the intrinsic characteristics 
of carbon fiber—such as lightness, mechanical strength and rigidity—and fully exploit the potential of 3D 
printing technology. 
The Jury, at its sole discretion, will select three winning projects. Prototypes of the three winning 
proposals will be produced and exhibited at trade fairs and industry events. 

The jury, at its sole discretion, will select three winning projects. 

• The first-place winner will receive a prize of €1,000.00. 

• Prototypes of the three winning projects will be produced and exhibited at trade fairs and industry 
events. 

• Five honor mentions will be awarded, and the projects will be published on the competition's official 
website and in a publication edited by the organizers. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

5. REQUIRED MATERIALS 

All graphic documents must use the predefined layout (failing to do so will result in exclusion) and must 
be submitted in .jpg format, A4 size (210 × 297 mm, maximum resolution 150 dpi); 

>Board #1: at least two renderings of the object on a neutral background for each board; 

>Board #2: at least one image illustrating the object’s modes of use and/or its placement within a 
context; 
        >Explanatory Report #3: maximum 500 characters (in English or Italian) describing the use and 
functions of the object, including any notes on 3D printing techniques; 
        >Attached File #4: the object’s print file. The object must be a fully closed polygonal mesh 
(watertight); 
        > Registration Form #5: completed in all its parts. 

 
File names must consist of the project title followed by #1–2–3–4–5. 
The organizers and the jury reserve the right to request additional illustrative material from 

participants, in order to ensure correct understanding of the project and its prototyping. 
 

Competition documentation can be downloaded from the dedicated section of the website: 
www.olympus-italia.com 

 
             For further information:designcontest@olympus-italia.com 

All materials must be submitted via email to designcontest@olympus-italia.com no later than midnight 
on 01/02/2027. 

 

6. SUMMARY TIMELINE 

Registration opens: 07/01/2026 

Submission deadline: 02/01/2027 

Awards ceremony: May – July 2027 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  



 
 
   

Registration Form 
 

(Please complete in BLOCK LETTERS) 
I, (the undersigned) …………………………………………….. born in …………………………………… (Province ………) 
on …………………………… resident in…………………………………………………………………………… (Province ………) 
Zip code ……………… Street ……………………………………………………………………..………………… No. ……………… 
Mobile ………………………………………..… Email address ………………………………………………………………………… 
Profession ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………… 
 

In the capacity of:  AUTHOR  TEAM LEADER of the group composed of (names of 
members): 
 

>Member 1 
First name: ……………………………………… 
Last name: ……………………………………… 
Profession: ……………………………………… 
>Member 2 
First name: ……………………………………… 
Last name: ……………………………………… 
Profession: ……………………………………… 
>Member 3 
First name: ……………………………………… 
Last name: ……………………………………… 
Profession: ……………………………………… 
 

REQUESTS 
to participate in the CARBON FIBER DESIGN CONTEST SAILING. In doing so, fully aware of the 
criminal penalties provided under Article 76 of Presidential Decree 445/2000 in the event of false 
statements or the creation/use of falsified documents, 
 

DECLARES 
that they have read the rules of the CARBON FIBER DESIGN CONTEST SAILING and accept all the 
provisions therein; that they authorize the processing of their personal data pursuant to EU 
Regulation 2016/679 (GDPR) and subsequent amendments; and that they are not subject to any 
of the exclusion criteria from participation as provided by current legislation. 
The processing of personal data will be carried out in accordance with the principles of fairness, 
lawfulness, and transparency, by manual and/or electronic means, and may include all 
operations envisaged in Article 4(2) of the GDPR. Data will not be disclosed or communicated to 
third parties, except as required by law or strictly necessary for the purposes outlined above. 
The undersigned also declares to be aware of their rights under Articles 15–22 of EU Regulation 
2016/679, including the right of access, rectification, erasure (“right to be forgotten”), restriction 
and objection to processing, as well as the right to lodge a complaint with the Data Protection 
Authority. 
 

Place and Date                                                                                                    Signature of Candidate(s): 
  
 

 


